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OF THE 


STATE 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


Thurldap, April 2T. 1709. 


N-mylaftI1 ftarted a T tbig with 
I vaſt Proje&s, and productive of the 

| beſt Conſequences that perhaps-ever 
attended one ſingle Scene of Paliticks: in 
the World Fiz. How a Conftitution 
form'd upon the prefent powerful Con- 
federacy in Europe, . and made perpetual 
Mighe for ever preſerve the Peace of this 
Part of the World, rake it ſelf Arbiter of 
all the Diſputes that ſhould forever happen 
among the ſeveral Powers; aud baniſh Ty- 
ranny from all the'Nations of ;Zarope. 

But as 1 ſhall re-aflume- this Diſcourſe, 
when Things are a lixtle forwarder towards 
2 Settlement. I ſhall fay no-more to ic 
now 3 I doubt the World-is not in a Tem- 
per ſuitable to ſo much Good,-nor are our 


Eyes open to ſo great Advantages, as 


would attend ſuch a Concert of Intereſts ; 


Pride- and” Party Jealoufte reigns too much 
among the” Politicians of the Age, and 
there is not a National Confidence among 
Proteſtants ſuited to ſo glorious a Work—— 
But who knows what Time may produce ? 
In the mean time 1 reſolve not to be wants 


iog, in. laying the Advantages of it before 


them, neither ſhall I be wanting in frankly 
teliog them of the NegleQ. 

Buc 1 am. to retura to the Article of 
Peace —— And here Tan told-—_—_l tak 
arrogantly, for that I ſj of Peace as a 


"Thing in our own Hands, when the Caſe 


is evident, the French make no ſatizfaftory 
Offers, and both Sides are preparing with 
| the 
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ihe utm-it Diligence and Application. to 
appear in the Field, | 


French have all common Poſſibilities to fight 
againft, — 


{'] ſpeak direQly to the Point, and let's If any Man aſk me, by what Fand of 


others judge for me, -whether 1 am too 
torward If all our Accounts from 
France go not dageive us, if gt Men are 
rat Lyars, let' the Freych put what Fage 
they Will upon Fheir AfMrs, {we kno, 
they. are- in n0,Eondition to dgſend thery- 
ſelves ; if they” go on, they miſt be-un- 
cone 3 they are as well able to remove 
Mountains, as look the Confegerates in 


the Face; perhaps they may putt upon: the-- 


Empire, and ravage the Palatinate, they 
may raiſg Cagtributions rpm the Germavs, 
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Flanders the 


re ruin'd, if Mey venture it, 
aud the R 


is plain, 7. 


and ruin theDuke of 6, it they but y 


. 


They have GOD and Nature-to firug-: | 
— ' traty at home and abroad 


gle With. 


They have Famine at Home to diſtreſs 
them, and Want of Money in the 
War. | 


For-the Firft it is remarkable. France 
35 a warm Climate, and the, Plants, 
Shrubs, and Trees are tenderer than in 
other Parts 3 and this having been a ſeverer 
Winter, than Nature could defend it (elf 
againſt, the Cold has made Havock of every 
ſuch Thing ; "impartial People that come 
from thence juſt.now, t<ll us, that there. is 
hardly any Thing green to be ſeen on the 
Ground What Diſtreſs this puts 
the whole Kirgdom to, and in what Diſ- 
order the People are about it, any one may 
oueſs'; and if_the mild Weather, we have 
now, does not ſpeedily revive them, the 
People will periſh of meer Hunger — 
That it has been fo, is eafie to determine, 
when at Venice, and at Rome, and thoſe 
Countries which very rarely feel any Cold, 
their Rivers and Canals have been frozen 
over, and their fine Groves and Walks of 
- Oranges and Citron, the Mirtles, and all 
their tender Plants have been deftroy'd ; 
thus GOD ſeems to chaftiſe France, and 
put him in Mind of his approaching Down: 
fall. 

But let us come to Nature, by which [ 
mean the- Nature of Things ating; the 


 ſpeak-Freggh, 90 Millio 


Wealth we have carry'd on this War, and 

out of what Treaſure we have expended 

7 Millions #terling per + or to qnake jt 
a Year $ * 

whic 

than W 

whole | | a$ di 

it has been by a Fund of Credit — 

The-&refgit of our publick Pungs'hak up- 

held us————— And on this Account-it is 

that IT have ſaid, and let it offend who it 

will, 1 muſtfayt tip, FE has reſtor” 


; xe-eftabliſh'd, . 
mas been the 


tohim under 
own great Part of the Succeſs 

Let us now ſearch a little into the con- 
— At 
home, in what mpre ſenſible Branch aguld 
our Enemies hurt us at the Time of ..theic - 
Pregender's, defign'd-lavaſion -laft "Yer, 
thag atthe fame time to contrive a Run up- 
on -vur-publick .Credic ? :Had our Credit 
receiv'd a Blow, had the Circulation of our 
Funds been ftop'd, had our Bank-and Ex- 
chequer Paper-Credit ſunk to 20 per Cer. 
Diſcount, what bad-our Condition been? 


' tt is! evident, out ready Money is not 


ſufficient to carry -on the War, or 'to ma- 
nage the publick Aﬀairs No Na- 
tion has a Stock of Specie able to do (ich 
a Work, and our Condition muft have 
been the 'ſame in another Campaign, as 
the Condition of the Freych is now. © 
The ſurprizing Extremity of the French 
Affairs is nothing -elſe than this 
Nothing but a” Rupture of their publick 
Credit z and indeed it had need be nothing 
elſe but this ; *cis tike a Man dying, what 
ails him ? Nothing but Want of Breath, 'or 
Nothing but Want of Spirits, -you had as 
zood ſay, Nothing' but !Death<t——— 
Credit is the Life of tho w hote Aﬀair ;:all 
the Spetie of Gold and' Silver in France will 
not carry on their Aﬀiirs without Cretlic, 
ard all the Silver and Guld in France will not 
reftore their Credit: This Rupture of 
Credit is the Vigory we get over them ; 
what is-Li/le, or-what are all the Adyanta- 


ges 
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heir too little Conſequence to carry on the War 
n n@hidg for— Ando blame our Nicety, as inſiſting 

iy R&gyj- too poſitively, &c. without Reaſon. 

drti- . - To remedy this, there needs no. more 
Ruins of - than for the Britzſp and the Dntch Intereſts 
g- to liak faſt together, and infift upon: every 
nates the Blood, a Stop of Credit s aSwp . thing that is their ſeparate Intereft, 25s 
ofCirculation, and the Caſh of he Cipg- their Jojat In 
dom, 'whicl is the Biood andithe-Lite of given 'manifeft Proof of "their Fidelity to 
- their Aﬀairs, ftagnates:; from hence come the grand Alliance, nor. will I donbt char 

dead -Palſics, Apopletick”Fitts,' and all - they (ball continue ſoz. they. have frankly 
: Mzruger of >Conyulſions /in-:their Afﬀairs; -\.rejeRed all ſepacate Offers of treating, and 
- the Spring \of Management 'guns . down, - hitherto have gone hand-in-band with the 
- and. nothing 'can wind it /up"again; the whole Confederacy, neither will I put it 
Water. falls off from -the Mif}, and: no- .into'any Bady's Head to queſtion any par- 
Strength-of Hand camturn the. Wheek. + ticular Branch : Bue this I will ſay, - that 

Thisis ngw the. Condition of the Bnemy, . the,whole Sybftance of the Peace, now in 
- and' they: know. it ;- upon this Foat they . [tranſaQing, depends ypon every Branch of 
; offer you::your .own. Terms, and give. me ,. this .Alliance,-. continuing firm to every 

Leave. to ſay; 1 fear more, .that the Allies. Branch ; that the juſt Demands of every 
- ſhall-not-readily concert their own Terins, . ide may be anſwer'd and yielded — Aad 
and a& candidly. and /unavimouſly for. apd . whoever. they .are,. that being. (atisfy'd: in 
with one ahother! in their Demands,.than ; their own-:D mandy, ſhall Hive up the juſt 
 thaf the Freweb ſhould aot grantallyou dfk- Demauda, df Brizain————They betray the 
- _. There. isno-deubr,: but' Britain and H#ol- Confederacy, Jet it fall where if will, 
 1and are: good, Judges, -and-ought tadeter* 11 y 

mine, for eyery Branch of | this Alliance, ——— prone mmm ces 
what Demands they ought to make, and. +- | OP 
what they ought to be contented with: FOVERTISEMENTS. 
. The Weight; }the Sum" and the Subflance - 

of. the; whole :War has lain upon theſe; Juſt publiſh'd, 

' Shoulders, -nay and upon Brita, Rill more Cty SCO 78 NARRATIVE 


- than /allithe reft=——= 1 will not Tuppoſe, .. -f;;- Bxamia'd ; ' Or, the Caſe .of the 
that any' Cpafederate ſhall be leſs ſollici pierre: io Scotland ftated, and 
rows, . for what Briteis/ought to Ibtaio in; chelate Treatment; of them in the City of 


 theepſuing Peace, than we are-for them 3-- [gdizbhurgh enquir'd inte-+ | With a bricf 
- but this 1, make no Difficulty, oo Examination into the Reaſonableneſs of the 
that. Britain. wil: be -the- laſt Branch af the, 


n—_— The Dutch have. 


Alliance, whoſe Demands the French will 
come up to z 'our -Terms are the: moſt 
-- Pinching, - our Demands touch bis Honour 
moft,* and 1doubt not, he will give Charte 
Blauche-to all the reft of the Allies to leaſe 
us Out | 

I won't ſay, this will not try the Honour 
of our Allies,, neither will I ſo much as ſi: g- 


gc, that any of them will comply without. 


us 3 but it is eaſe to ſee, Thatin granting 
to ſome Nationsall they can aſk, the Deſign 


grievols Complaint of Perſecntion-in Scot- 
land, and a Defence -of the Magiftrates of 
Edinghiirgb, ia their Procedings there : 
Being ſome Remarks on a late ' Pamphlet, 
Entitled, 4 Narrative of the late Treatment 
of the: Epiſcopal A iniſters mwitbin the City of 


Edinburgh, &c. 'Sold by - 4. Buldwin- in 


Waiarmick-Lane, * i £0 
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of the French is to make thoſe Nations 


think, ſome Things we may.in(ift upon of 


